
Introduction

Materials and methods

Innocent bystanders are occasionally attacked by police K-9 dogs. There 

are no reports in the literature that describe the circumstances in which 

these attacks occur, or variables associated with their occurrence. Police 

departments in the United States with canine units rarely make this 

information about attacks on innocent bystanders available Aanalysis is 

needed to discover basic information about these kind of attacks such as 

who is attacked, body location where the bite is inflicted, whether 

multiple bites occur, the kind of dog involved, whether the canine was 

on leash when the incident occurred, and whether the innocent 

bystander attack happened when the dog was in deployment dog to 

apprehend a suspect.

30 cases of dog bite attack by a police canines on an innocent 

bystander were reviewed. Information was collected from online 

news reports using the search terms “police dog bite innocent 

bystander” on Google and Bing search engines. All incidences found 

on Google were used in the analysis, and new cases were added from 

Bing. In addition, data was used from lawsuits about these attacks 

which the author had access to. Information gleaned from the reports 

included (a) whether the canine had been “deployed” by its handler; 

(b) whether the dog was on leash vs. off leash at the time of attack; 

(c) gender of the victim; (d) breed of dog involved; (e) time of 

occurrence, and (f) the area on the victim’s body where bites were 

inflicted.
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Deployed: Handler commanded dog to pursue or search for suspect

Off leash: Dog has no leash attached when victim is bitten

Body locations include: Arm, leg, torso, face, buttocks, crotch

Gender: Victim's gender

Daylight: Incident happened during daylight

Conclusions

1. Police canines trained in subject apprehension make “mistakes” in 

that they attack a person other than the suspect they are 

pursuing. Most attacks happened when it is dark, and in a variety of 

circumstances which include the bystander’s backyard.

2. In most instances, the dog was off-lead and actively in pursuit of 

a suspect at the time of attack; that is, the handler gave the dog a 

command to find and apprehend a suspect. Apprehension by the 

canine is done by the controversial technique called “bite-and hold”.

3. 18% of the attacks on innocent bystanders happened when the dog 

was on a leash being held by the handler. Hence, even when a 

handler supposedly has control over the dog, attacks on innocent 

bystanders still happen.

4. 32% of the attacks on an innocent bystander happened when the 

canine was not in service or in pursuit of a suspect. 

Examples include the canine jumping out of the patrol car and 

attacking the bystander, or attacking a bystander during a training 

session.

5. In 16% of the incidences, the victim was bitten in one body 

location, usually the arms or legs. This result differs from a previous 

study which found that bites to a suspect apprehended by the 

canine, were usually delivered to the torso and head.

6. In 77% of the incidences, the victim was male. The reasons for this 

gender difference are not fully understood.

Results


